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BASIC -ABSTRACT: 

Prepn. comprises having limiting viscosity measured with 1% acetic 
acid aq. soln. as solvent within 1.5-2.0 dl/g and deg. of 
crystallisation measured by X-ray method within 80-90%. 
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USE/ADVANTAGE - The chitosan can be used as shaping agent and 
collapsing agent for medicine, because it can be formed into tablets. 
It can be used as shaping agent for foods, because it can be 
suspended in water and to form viscous gel under agitation. Further, 
it is used for thin layer chromatographic carrier by extending its 
gel on a glass plate. 

In an example, the fine crystalline chitosan was prepd. by 
hydro ly sing chitosan in a system consisting of organic solvent, water 
and mineral acid. As the organic solvent, water sol. solvent, e.g., 
alcohol was used. As the mineral acid, hydrochloric acid, sulphuric 
acid, or nitric acid is used. The system consists of 300-1,000 pts. 
wt . of organic solvent, 300-1,000 pts. wt . of water and 100-200 pts. 
wt . of mineral acid to 100 pts. wt . of chitosan. 
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